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How to Apply to the 
DAFI Scholarship Programme 

Please read the instructions carefully and make sure you understand the criteria and conditions of the application process before applying. Women and persons with specific needs are encouraged to apply.

The deadline for submission of the application is 22 August 2023.

ABOUT THE DAFI SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME
Since 1992, the Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative (DAFI), scholarship programme has reached over 22,500 refugee students worldwide. The programme, funded primarily by the German Government, is implemented in over 55 countries with an annual enrolment of over 8,500 currently. 

The DAFI programme aims to support qualified, academically strong young refugee women and men who meet the requirements to access higher education in their country of asylum. It aims to empower young women and men equally to contribute knowledge, skills and leadership to the refugee community, and to facilitate peaceful coexistence, social cohesion, and the development of host communities during displacement. To achieve this, each sponsored student is expected to contribute to their community and society not only through their academic and professional careers, but also through their personal engagement, supporting and inspiring other community members, especially refugee children and youth.

DAFI covers programmes at International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) level 6, or bachelor’s or equivalent level traditionally offered by universities and equivalent tertiary education institutions. DAFI also covers short-cycle tertiary education ISCED level 5 courses – usually designed to provide participants with professional knowledge, either academic or technical. This includes accredited Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) programs of two years or more that lead to a certification or diploma. The DAFI programme does not support Master’s level study.

DAFI scholarship covers the cost of tuition and fees, study and learning materials and also provides a subsistence allowance to support expenses associated with participation in a higher education degree programme.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

To apply for a DAFI scholarship you must meet the following criteria:

· You are an individual who has been granted refugee status in Azerbaijan or you are considered as a person in refugee-like situation by UNHCR and/or the host country. 
· You were / are 28 years old or younger at the start of your studies. (Exceptions to the age limitation may apply if you started your bachelor studies in your home country but had to interrupt your studies due to flight, or if you faced particular challenges to access higher education programmes because of a specific factor such as: parenting or childcare responsibilities, disability, etc.
· Your sibling (brother / sister) was not or is not a DAFI scholar. 
· You have a secondary school diploma received in your Country of Origin or in Azerbaijan (preferred) and you can present the original document. If you do not have it, please explain in your Application the reason why you cannot present an original document.
· If you are a newly enrolling student, you achieved above average results in secondary school. Important Note: The priority will be given to those who participated in the admission exams through the State Examination Center of the Republic of Azerbaijan and achieved the score of 400 points and higher. 
· If you already study in a higher education institution in Azerbaijan, you demonstrate good academic results – your current GPA score is 70 and higher.  
· You are not currently receiving a scholarship from another source.
· You are in need of financial assistance to pursue your studies.
· You have a strong motivation to contribute to your community through leadership, volunteering, community service, mentoring, community development or similar.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Please note ALL applications must be submitted online through the DAFI platform accessible at: 

https://unhcr-dafi-tertiary.scholarshipsplatform.com 

Applicants must follow the following three main steps: 

1. Register an account.

2. Start your application by clicking on “Start Application” button. 

a. Follow the process step-by-step answering the questions grouped under various tabs. 
b. At the start of the process under “General Information” tab after entering your Full Name and Country of Asylum (Azerbaijan) you may also download the general application form in PDF format – this is just for your reference and is intended for explanatory purposes.
c. Some questions are mandatory, while some are optional. However, do your best to provide as much information about yourself as possible to support your application. 
d. Upload the relevant documents under questions which require attachments. There is also an extra tab “Additional Attachments” where the applicant can attach any additional documents, for example, a recommendation letter from your professor or any award / certificate of achievement. 
e. Note that under “Your study plan for this scholarship” tab some questions apply for newly enrolling students and others for already enrolled students.  
f. Under “Additional Information” tab do not forget to best describe your personal and professional motivation for your field of study. Mention employment opportunities, relevance to personal or community development, and other factors influencing your choice (up to 500 words).
g. It is also important to tell us about your social engagement / volunteering activities.
h. You can save the application and continue later if the application deadline has not passed. 

Do not forget to upload the following main documents, as applicable to your status: 

· Copy of your secondary school diploma (attestat) received in Azerbaijan or in your Country of Origin. 
· If you are a newly enrolling student and participated in the admission exams through the State Examination Center provide a proof of your results (scores). 
· If you are a newly enrolling student and have already been admitted in a higher education institution in Azerbaijan, provide a proof of enrollment – for example, a letter of acceptance from the University, if you already have it.   
· If you already study in a higher education institution in Azerbaijan, provide a copy of your student card and a copy of your latest academic transcript (subjects and GPA score) so that we can see your results.

3. Submit your application for review.


Note: The number of scholarships is limited (only 5), and the selection process is highly competitive. Your application will be evaluated by the DAFI Selection Committee based on various criteria such as your personal information presentation and motivation, academic performance, social engagement and other. Wait for further information from UNHCR about the final status of your application. 

Note: If you need support with filling in the Application Form you may contact Mr. Javid Akhmadov from Monday to Friday from 10.00 to 17.00 at +994 70 252 50 04.  
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