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of the UN System organisations in Azerbaijan since 1992. 

United Nations and Azerbaijan. During this time, Azerbaijan has made 
remarkable progress since its independence in terms of economic 

1990s. At that time, acceding to membership in the United Nations, a 
global instrument for peace, security and human progress, was critical in 

Since joining the United Nations, Azerbaijan has contributed to our 

elected as a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security 

Furthermore, with a rich tradition of multiculturalism and religious 
tolerance, Azerbaijan has assumed a role of encouraging intercultural 

years. 

photographs in this publication trace the role of the United Nations within 

assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons in 1992, we 

state institutions during the second decade of our presence, to our 

part of what we as United Nation Agencies, Funds and Programmes are 

membership in the United Nations.

continued partnership between the United Nations and Azerbaijan can 
contribute to a better world for all in the future.

United Nations Resident Coordinator

Foreword
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The ideals of the UN are widely supported and shared by the people and 

closely with and at the UN throughout my career.

Shortly after restoring its independence, Azerbaijan was admitted to 
the United Nations on March 2, 1992. Membership to the UN allowed 
Azerbaijan to re-integrate into the world community as an independent 
State. Since then, the Republic of Azerbaijan has consistently 
demonstrated a strong commitment to the Charter of the UN and 

of the country.

former President of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the UN in September, 

itself as a reliable partner and consolidated its role at the regional and 

presence in and support to Azerbaijan by the UN system, particularly 
UNDP in assisting to keep momentum success from the realization 

Recognizing the central role of the UN in maintaining international 

fundamental freedoms for the people of the world, my country makes 

Azerbaijan has contributed with its military personnel to the UN-mandated 

efforts for maintenance of international peace and security. During its non-
permanent membership at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in 

cooperation between the UN and Azerbaijan. Chairing of the meeting 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the establishment of the National 

the UN in Azerbaijan.

importance of the UN Charter and that it will continue to guide the 
international community in the decades ahead.

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Foreword
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Heydar Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, addresses the 49th session of the UN 

State had spoken at the UN Headquarters. 
UN Photo/September 1994
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Heydar Aliyev
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
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the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the UN General Assembly adopted resolution 46/230 at the 82nd 
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raised at a ceremony at the UN 
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The UN General Assembly admits the Republic of Azerbaijan as a member of the United Nations. 



16

The UN Security Council unanimously votes to adopt resolution 853. 
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United Nations coincided with the escalation of the 

of Azerbaijan. In 1993, the UN Security Council 
unanimously adopted four resolutions (822, 853, 

of hostilities, and immediate, unconditional and 

the UN General Assembly at its 85th plenary session 
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The UN General Assembly adopts resolution 62/243. 
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was adopted by the UN General Assembly (A/

“effectively contribute, within their competence, to 
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UN Photo/Schneider/September 1994

General. 
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Azerbaijan and the UN in all spheres. 



22Press Service of the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan/October 1994
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commitment to its partnership with the UN. 
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Security Council. 



27



28



29

UN Photo/September 2012/Jennifer S. Altman
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session of the General Assembly. 
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Azerbaijan has also taken an active part in the work of the UN General 

at a number of international summits and forums. Azerbaijan was elected 

resolutions adopted by UN bodies, for instance, the Commission on the 

Council). 
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President Ilham Aliyev addresses the 

the General Assembly. 
UN Photo/September 2010/ 
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events in close cooperation with the UN to demonstrate its 

country. Azerbaijan hosted the 7th UN Alliance of Civilisations 
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In a relatively short space of time, Azerbaijan has taken 

its active participation in the many UN activities and fora, 

valued member of the UN. 

Azerbaijan. 
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Goodwill Ambassador in Rome, Italy. 
FAO/September 2015/Alessia Pierdomenico
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MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE
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TOWARDS
THE FUTURE



129

On 25 September 2015, 193 UN Member States, including Azerbaijan, adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, with 17 universal Suatainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 196 targets to be achieved by 2030. Today, 
18 United Nations resident and non-resident agencies, continue to work in close partnership with the Government and 
support Azerbaijan’s efforts to achieve these 17 Sustainable Development Goals. In 2016, the United Nations and the 
Government of Azerbaijan concluded a new cooperation agreement with the signing of the United Nations-Azerbaijan 
Partnership Framework (UNAPF) for the period of 2016-2020. This is the fourth cooperation document to have been signed 
between the United Nations agencies and the Government which marks a transition from assistance-based to a partnership-
based cooperation. The framework was guided by the country’s development aspirations as set out in ‘Azerbaijan - 2020: 
The Vision of the Future’ and was developed following inclusive and participatory consultations with a number of partners. 

The UNAPF outlines United Nations support to Azerbaijan’s national development priorities in close cooperation with the 
Government, civil society, the private sector in three strategic and interlinked areas: i) promoting sustainable and inclusive 

disasters. 

One of the primary aims of the United Nations-Azerbaijan Partnership Framework 2016 - 2020 is to achieve equality and 
broaden development opportunities for all vulnerable groups, internally displaced persons, refugees, women, children, youth 
and the elderly. To achieve this, the UN agencies will strive to strengthen national capacities to ensure that international 
human rights mechanisms and standards including gender equality norms are substantively mainstreamed into key policy 
planning and implementation processes at national and local levels. 
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In 2015, 193 UN Member States, including Azerbaijan adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with its 17 Goals and 169 targets 
to be achieved by 2030. 
UNDP Azerbaijan Photos/August 2016

UNDP Azerbaijan Photo/July 2016
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The Government, with the support of the United Nations, has taken an active part in the consultation process leading to the 
adoption of the 2030 Agenda from an early stage. It conducted two rounds of national consultations in 2013 and 2014 with 
members of the public, as well as youth organisations and civil society. These consultations which attracted the participation 

UNDP Azerbaijan Photo/June 2014 
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Azerbaijan’s political commitment to achieving the 2030 Agenda has been demonstrated at the highest level when the 

collaborating with the United Nations agencies on the adoption and nationalisation of the SDGs availing itself of the vast of 
array of knowledge, experience and expertise available within the United Nations system. 

UNDP Azerbaijan Photo/May 2017
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In July 2017, Azerbaijan was among 43 countries to report its progress towards achieving 

countries to share their plans, progress and experiences with each other. 

Ahmedov, meets with UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner during his visit to the United Nations Headquarters 
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As part of its commitment to global goals and agreements, Azerbaijan took 
a major step in signing and ratifying the Paris Agreement under the United 

countries. Essential for the achievement of the SDGs, all countries agreed 

United Nations stands ready to support Azerbaijan’s commitments under the 
Paris Agreement. 
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and Information Technology of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, got acquainted with Azercosmos premises, the Main Satellite Ground 

UNDP Azerbaijan Photo/June 2013

During a relatively short timeframe since its independence, Azerbaijan has transformed itself from a transition economy into an 
upper middle income country with a high human development index. This progress has made Azerbaijan an assertive and important 
international and regional player and an emerging humanitarian and development donor through the establishment of the Azerbaijan 
International Development Agency (AIDA) in 2011. Throughout the last 25 years, Azerbaijan has accumulated a wealth of experience, 
technical knowledge, expertise and best practices that can be shared with other countries,. The United Nations is keen to support 
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As we enter a new chapter of relationship between the United Nations and Azerbaijan, it is evident that after 25 years of 
a very fruitful partnership, we have in place a solid foundation over which we can build a better future for all Azerbaijanis. 

efforts to become a full member of the international community and has rapidly developed 
in social and economic spheres. During this period the UN has been a true partner to the 
Government of Azerbaijan and to its people by contributing to its development efforts while 

becoming an increasingly important cultural and sporting centre, sharing its experience and 
facilities both within and outside of the region. The international community acknowledges the vast progress Azerbaijan has 
achieved during the short period of time since its independence. The UN in Azerbaijan is proud of being part of the progress 
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Azerbaijan marks the 70th Anniversary of the United Nations 

landmarks in more than 90 countries to do so on UN Day in 
2015. 
UNDP Azerbaijan Photo/ October 2015

2015-ci il
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UNDP Azerbaijan Photo/October 2016
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RESIDENT 
UN AGENCIES
IN AZERBAIJAN
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Over the past 22 years, FAO has provided technical support to the 
Government of Azerbaijan as it pursues its development priorities in 
the areas of agriculture, food security and rural development, including 

FAO has implemented various development and emergency projects 
aimed at increasing agricultural productivity and contributing to the 

Recent cooperation with Azerbaijan includes policy and legal support 

aquaculture, improved access for small-scale farmers to high-quality 
seeds, dairy cattle improvement, and application of conservation 

animal diseases, and building locust-control capacity, address 

Strengthened country focus

the needs of the Government and people of Azerbaijan in the agricultural 

The Government of Azerbaijan has declared its intention to become a 

the country and, secondly, as a potential donor for regional and global 

can contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in the 

The FAO Representation in Azerbaijan, functioning since 2007, was 

national capacities and a more knowledge-intensive, advocacy-driven 

other concerned groups, promoting sustainable agriculture and rural 

FAO assistance to Azerbaijan’s food and agriculture sector is determined 

developed with the Government of Azerbaijan in alignment with 

international best practices and global standards with national and 

Food and Agricultural Organization
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aimed at improving national labour and social protection legislation, 
institutional development, capacity building of social partners, and 

Between 1994 -1995 the ILO assisted the Government in developing 

Committee to set up a solid ground for further conducting Labour Force 
Survey at the national level based on the ILO internationally recognized 

Between 1997-1998, the ILO implemented a self-employment project 
in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, as well as Aghdam and Salyan 

assisted in providing training on road reconstruction skills in the rural 

In the area of labour administration, the ILO has assisted the Government 
in establishing the State Labour Inspection Service, including staff 

The National Labour Code was adopted on 1 January 1999, taking 

the Labour Code became an important step in improving national labour 

A number of important activities were implemented in Azerbaijan within 

on macroeconomic aspects of growth and employment perspectives; 

and started cooperating with the constituents on the issues related to the 

In September 2016, the ILO and the ILO constituents -the Government, 

of the SDGs in Azerbaijan, particularly SDG-8 on decent work and 

government agencies, universities and academia including the National 

On 12 June 2017, during the 106th Session of the International Labour 
Conference in Geneva, Azerbaijan was elected as a member of the ILO 

International Labour Organization
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IOM’s presence in Azerbaijan dates back to January 1996. In December 
1999, IOM signed an Agreement with the Government establishing 
a legal basis for further development of cooperation in addressing 
migration issues. Following the Agreement’s ratification by the Milli Mejlis 
(National Assembly) of the Republic of Azerbaijan in February 2000, 
the Council of IOM, at its 81st Session in Geneva, agreed to accept 
the Republic of Azerbaijan as an IOM Member State on 7 June 2001.
 
The interventions of the IOM Mission in Azerbaijan began with technical 
assistance in policy development, structural reform, legislation and 
operational performance on migration and border management.
 
Those activities were followed by the works in the four broad areas of 
migration management:
• Migration and development
• Facilitating migration
• Regulating migration
• Forced migration.

IOM activities that cut across these areas include the promotion of 
international migration law, policy debate and guidance, protection of 
migrants’ rights, migration health and the gender dimension of migration.
 
21 years on since the start of its work in the country, IOM continues to 
collaborate very closely with the Government of Azerbaijan, UN agencies, 
civil society partners and international organizations, to help ensure the 
orderly and humane management of migration, to promote international 
cooperation on migration issues, to assist in the search for practical 
solutions to migration problems and to provide humanitarian assistance 
to migrants in need, including refugees and internally displaced people.
 
In addition to the Country Mission in Baku, IOM has a field office in 
Mingachevir that became operational in 2006.

International Organization for Migration
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the participation of national actors in UN human right mechanisms in 

in the South Caucasus supporting the work of OHCHR Senior Human 

Over the last two decades, the engagement of the Azerbaijani 
government and national civil society actors within the UN human 

to the majority of UN human rights Conventions, thus committing to 
embrace international standards in human rights and acceding to and 
ratifying various human rights conventions, including the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

One of OHCHR’s main tasks is to assist the national interlocutors in 
implementing and following-up the recommendations of the UN Treaty 

In close cooperation with the Azerbaijan’s National Human Rights 
Institution - the Ombudsman - OHCHR promotes human rights in 
such areas as policy development, advocacy, training, civic education, 
developing national human rights action plans, and promoting 

advisory services, training courses and workshops to build the capacity 
of national partners to use the UN human rights mechanisms and 

OHCHR, in particular, supports the civil society organizations focused on 
human rights education by providing educational and training resources, 
including organizing translation into national languages and publication 

Treaty Bodies’ observations and Special Rapporteurs’ reports, and 
other international instruments to supplement the national training and 

Since its establishment, OHCHR has been also involved in a number 

recommendations, involving different stakeholders such as governmental 

Commissioner for Human Rights
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focused on the coordination and provision of humanitarian assistance to 

Azerbaijan Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Agency, which has been 
responsible for coordinating reconstruction activities and supporting the 

various donors, played a leading role in the establishment of the Azerbaijan 

1995 to track progress with Azerbaijan’s development and to highlight 

Course to the universities of Azerbaijan, helping young people to broaden 

the introduction of information and communication technologies, human 
rights promotion, environmental management, gender equality and HIV/

support the Government’s poverty reduction efforts, in particular, the design 

Millennium Development Goals and made a major contribution to the 

In the mid-2000s, when Azerbaijan’s oil contract with the international 
consortium of foreign oil companies started to generate oil revenues, 

of leveraging ICT in reforming customs service, pension system, civil 

transparency of public institutions by automating business processes, 
eliminating human interference, reducing waiting time and costs and giving 

prone areas of Azerbaijan, mitigate greenhouse emissions in the oil and 
gas sector, and improve management of the marine ecosystem of the 

builds the capacity of national actors to mainstream women’s concerns 

knowledge sharing in the areas where Azerbaijan has accumulated 

align the latter’s national development plans with the global Sustainable 

Coordination Council for Sustainable Development, established in 2016, 
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United Nations Educational, 

The Republic of Azerbaijan became a member of UNESCO on 03 June 

of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev decreed the establishment of National 

legal instruments of UNESCO and was elected as a member of the 

Azerbaijan is amember of four intergovernmental committees and 

Leaders’ Forum of the 38th Session of UNESCO General Conference in 

Mehriban Aliyeva was designated as UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for 
Oral and Musical Traditions in recognition of her action to promote traditional 
music, literature and poetry, her role in the promotion of musical education 

national and international levels which have aimed to promote UNESCO’s 

Another landmark event which has strengthened this relationship was 
the signing of the Framework Agreement on cooperation between 

communication on 18 July 2013, which allowed Azerbaijan to become 

Organization for supporting its global mission in the areas such as: girls’ 
education, protection of tangible and intangible cultural heritage, gender 

Azerbaijan has also hosted a number of important UNESCO events, 
including the 18th session of the International Bioethics Committee 

the 8th session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the 

these Forums, Azerbaijan also hosted two Academic Forums of UNESCO 

Anniversaries of historic events and great personalities of Azerbaijan 

500th anniversary of the birth of Mahammad Fuzuli and the 1300th 

During these 25 years of cooperation, Azerbaijani mugham singer Alim 

Music Council, artist Tahir Salahov received the UNESCO’s Gold medal of 
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pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person’s 

milestone year also marked the initiation of a long-term partnership 

the country in order to increase community awareness of and access to 

Azerbaijan with an increased focus on the availability of population data 

civil society organizations, private sector, bilateral and multilateral partners 

 
The concerted efforts of the organization to advocate for strengthened 
national health systems for the purposes of improved family planning led 

improve the availability, accessibility and utilization of population data 
as a basis for formulating, implementing and monitoring national 
policies and programmes to appropriately address both current and 

surveys and studies have been conducted to generate knowledge 
and evidence regarding population dynamics and its interlinkages with 

commitment to better address population and development issues in 

provides support to the Government to create an enabling legal and 
policy environment for the promotion of gender equality and women’s 

concerning the women into full compliance with the provisions of the 
UN Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

its efforts for the establishment of a national referral mechanism for the 

address gender based discrimination including such harmful practices 

Recognizing the vital importance of providing opportunities for young 

allows them to fully enjoy their fundamental human rights and eventually 
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Refugee Agency, established its presence in Azerbaijan in December 1992 

of Azerbaijan had already generated more than half a million displaced people, 

1992-1994 saw the peak of displacement, as the number of people seeking 

Along with emergency relief assistance, UNHCR implemented large scale shelter, 
education, healthcare, nutrition, water supply, sanitation and income generation 
programmes over a ten year period of direct assistance in partnership with 

addressing the needs of the displaced population, UNHCR gradually reduced 
its direct relief assistance by reorienting its operations towards legal counselling, 

UNHCR organizes training and other capacity enhancement activities for 

in order to facilitate the development of well-organized coordination mechanisms 
to respond effectively and in line with international recognized standards to 

with its global mandate, UNHCR carries out activities for the prevention and 
reduction of statelessness, including the provision of direct individual assistance 

milestones in Azerbaijan in relation to the prevention of statelessness are the 
naturalization of some 250,000 individuals from Armenia, 50,000 Mesketian 

UNHCR has been working closely with a wide range of Government 
counterparts, UN agencies and NGO partners to protect and identify longer 
term durable solutions to the plight of asylum-seekers and refugees entering 

UNHCR has been providing international protection and material support to 

reduced from a high of 12,000 in 1999 to 1,417 persons of concern in 

activities aimed at assisting refugee families in developing coping mechanisms 

UNHCR has been able to facilitate the delivery of non-food items from the US 

Starting in 2010, UNHCR has supported the tertiary education of over 20 

located in Baku, provides an opportunity for refugees to socialize as well 

Furthermore, UNHCR is involved in activities towards the prevention of and 

awareness on gender equality to promote empowerment of women and 

focus on needs assessments, awareness raising and advocacy for their 

rights are protected within the national legislation and in compliance with 
the international protection standards, UNHCR provides free legal counselling 

UNHCR will maintain its activities of support to the Government of Azerbaijan 
in assisting and protecting internally displaced people, including by facilitating 

Azerbaijan for the establishment of an inclusive and rights-based asylum 
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United Nations Children’s Fund
mostly dealt with immediate and urgent humanitarian needs such as 
immunisation, health, rehabilitation, nutrition, education and child 

Azerbaijan acceded to the Convention on the Elimination of all forms 

have underlined the commitment of the nation to uphold the highest 
international standards in protecting the rights of children, including girls 
and those with disabilities, whom are often amongst the most vulnerable 

UNCEF has played a role in a number of important advances in the 

instance, in 2002, Azerbaijan was declared polio-free, a critical step 
towards the protection of children’s health from what can often be a 

was adopted, providing important protections to the health and early 

worked to improve the health care system and implement healthcare 

Independence Initiative, with the Government committing to take 

One of the most notable achievements of the past years has been 

include the introduction of salt legislation, provision of equipment to salt 
factories, the conducting of a Vitamin A survey and advocacy for food 

Through the education reform process, Early Child Care and Development 

UNICEF has supported the improvement to the school curriculum and 
the empowerment of parents, families, teachers and care givers in 

In addition a network of Active Learning schools has been established to 

More recently, in 2011, the increase in the legal age of marriage for all 
children to 18 has emphasized the country’s determination to reduce 
the prevalence of early marriage, and its associated risks to the health of 

children’s rights into national planning and policies is another important 

databases in relation to important child rights issues and to use this data 

UNICEF is working with its partners to change attitudes towards children 
with disabilities in Azerbaijan, including their integration into mainstream 

which deprivation of liberty is a last resort and reintegration the ultimate 

 

children through direct assistance, today the organization strives to 
bring about systemic change and to touch the lives of all of Azerbaijan’s 

Azerbaijan in its efforts to contribute to the targets related to child and 

Concept of Development aligned with SDGs as well as other sectoral 
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plans to address major public health challenges and growing threats 

-Health 2020 -was also discussed at the Azerbaijan Regional 

equity and better governance for health, Health 2020 is a precursor and 

• 
• 

in 2005, an international treaty developed in response to the 

• 

• 
the last decade, and in 2007 awarded First Lady Dr Mehriban 

• Between 2007-2014, maternal mortality in Azerbaijan fell by more 

• Azerbaijan successfully interrupted malaria transmission in 2013, 

2015 the national strategy for prevention of malaria reintroduction 

• The country received measles and rubella elimination status in 

Development Agenda, providing guidance on policy-making, building 
up local relationships to implement technical cooperation, setting 
standards and agreements, and ensuring that public health measures 
are coordinated to address ongoing health priorities and in times of 

in close collaboration with national institutions and international partner 

Among current health priorities and success are:  
Noncommunicable diseases

Tobacco control -Tobacco advertising in various forms has been banned 
since 1997, and health warnings on packaging are legally mandated to 

Maternal and child health

Health system strengthening -The country is piloting mandatory health 

Immunization

Tuberculosis
control programme 
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Acronyms
AFFA Azerbaijan Federation of Football Associations 

AIDA Azerbaijan International Development Agency

ANAMA Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action

ARRA Agency for Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Liberated 
Areas

ASAN Azerbaijan Service and Assesment Network

BCA Biennial Collaborative Agreement

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

ECCD Early Child Care and Development

EU European Union

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

GNI Gross National Income

HDR Human Development Reports

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights

IDEA International Dialogue for Environmental Action

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development

ILO International Labour Organization

IOM International Organization for Migration

MDG Millenium Development Goal

MFA Ministry for Foreign Affairs

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

NAR Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic

NCCSD National Coordination Council for Sustainable Development

NGO Non-governmental Organization

NHDR National Human Development Report

NRTC NGO Resource and Training Center

Human Rights /United Nations Human Rights Council 

OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

SCAD Southern Caucasus Anti-Drug

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

TIC Tourism Information Centre

UN United Nations

Affairs

UNAOC United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

UNDESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

UNDHA United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs

Organization

Refugees

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization

UNSC United Nations Security Council

USD United States Dollar

VNR Voluntary National Review 
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