Terms of Reference

Agro-biodiversity conservation expert 

Conservation and sustainable use of globally important agro-biodiversity

Location: Baku, Azerbaijan

Type of contract: IC

Starting date: 15 March, 2021
End date: 10 December, 2021
Background

The project seeks to: (i) improve the protection of viable populations of indigenous wild relatives of crops and local landraces in their natural habitats; (ii) augment the conservation of indigenous wild relatives of crops and local landraces in plant gene banks to ensure an adequate source of genetic resources for plant breeding; and (iii) increase the production, and extent of use, of local landraces in agricultural small holdings and commercial farms.

The project will be implemented in three regions - Sheki, Goranboy and Goychay. Within these three rayons, the project will further focus on selected crop wild relatives, cultivated native species and cultivated landraces of wheat, vegetable and forage crops.

The project has been structured into three complementary components.

The first component will seek to expand the state of knowledge of agro-biodiversity, enhance the conservation of this agro-biodiversity and increase the intensity and extent of use native crops in the agricultural sector in the three project regions. 

The second component will seek to build the capacities of, and improve the collaboration and cooperation between, agricultural institutions and small farmers in order to improve agricultural productivity and reduce land degradation using native crops (i.e. the targeted crop species) in the three project regions. 

The third component will seek to strengthen incentives that encourage the planting of, and improve access to commercial markets for agricultural products derived from, the targeted native crop species across the three regions.
Scope of work

1. Study of international practice on protection of hotspots and prepare a short report on the international practice on protection of hotspots
2. Develop a hotspot protection plan identified within the project 
3. Preparation of information on the species distributed in the identified hotspots 
4. Preparation and placement of information boards for the protection of hotspots 
5. Informing and coordinating the relevant ministries on agrobiodiversity available in Hotspots 
6. Reproduction of plant accessions collected in previous years and prepare short report on progress
7. Organization of new expeditions 
8. Updating information on local varieties of cereals, fodder, vegetables and fruits
9. Preparation of a comprehensive report on agrobiological diversity spread throughout the Azerbaijan

10. Preparation of information for the Central database on expedition materials
11. Assist in development of annual report
12. Other tasks requested by UNDP.

Deliverables 

	N
	Deliverable
	Timeline

	1
	Prepare a short report on the international practice on protection of hotspots
	March, 2021

	2
	Develop a hotspot protection plan identified within the project
	March-June, 2021

	3
	Preparation of information on the species distributed in the identified hotspots; preparation and placement of information boards for the protection of hotspots
	May-June, 2021

	4
	Reproduction of plant accessions collected in previous years and prepare short report on progress
	June-September, 2021

	5
	Organization of new expeditions
	March-September, 2021

	6
	Updating information on local varieties of cereals, fodder, vegetables and fruits
	March-December, 2021

	7
	Preparation of a comprehensive report on agrobiological diversity spread throughout the Azerbaijan
	April-December, 2021

	8
	Preparation of information for the Central database on expedition materials
	March-December, 2021

	9
	Assist in development of annual report
	March-December, 2021

	10
	Informing and coordinating the relevant ministries on agrobiodiversity available in Hotspots 
	March-December, 2021


Monitoring: Agro-biodiversity conservation expert will be an experienced national expert to prepare all documents on in-situ conservation of CWRs. He/She will work with Project Agriculture Scientist and report to National Project Manager (NPM). The incumbent is expected to exercise full compliance with UNDP programming, financial, procurement and administrative rules, regulations, policies and strategies. During the contract period the working days: 160 days.  
Qualifications and Competencies

· PhD in Biodiversity/Genetics/ Plant breeding
· At least 10 years’ experience on agrobiodiversity conservation and management;

· At least 5 years’ experience on collection and identification of CWRs;

· Strong drafting, presentation and reporting skills;

· Previous experience with UN Agencies 
Technical skills

· A working knowledge of spoken and written of Azeri and English is required, including the ability to writing reports. 
· Excellent computer skills, in particular mastery of all applications of the MS Office package; 

Please note that for any additional information or clarification interview can be conducted with shortlisted candidates. The language of interview: English.

Terms of Payment: 

Payment will be done in four instalments and based on completion of deliverables. 

· 1st instalment – 20% - deliverable 1 (March, 2021)

· 2nd instalment – 25% - deliverable 2, 3 (June, 2021)

· 3rd instalment – 25% - deliverable 4, 5 (September, 2021)

· 4th instalment – 30% - deliverable 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 (December, 2021)

No international travel is expected. In case of any urgent need for an international travel, expenses will be covered by project. Total no of days in the field out of Baku in rayons: 70 days (local travel). Daily allowance for internal travel is USD 96 per day. 
Financial proposal should be done as a lump sum in consideration of supposed travels to the Project area. The breakdown is necessary. 

